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PEOPLE & THINGS By AiffCpS 


W HO made the money out 
of the big out-of-hours 
trade In gilt-edged 
stocks last-Wednesday week, on 
the ere of the raising of Bank 
Rate? We shall probably never 
know, but many whispers are 
going round the City. 

The semi-official figure for 
the volume of overnight trans¬ 
actions is £4 million—not a. 
big figure in comparison with 
the scores of millions which 
often change hands in a few , 
hours. The profit on this by the 
next day could have been 
£200,000. A whacking sum 
even lor rich men to make in 
one day. But were the sellers 
individuals? 

It is being said that there was 
one single selling order for 
£3 million. Only the strongest 
kind of operator could have 
entered Into such a transaction. 
Since the gilt-edged market 
does cash business only—no 
speculating here on a shoe¬ 
string from Account to Account 
—it Is obvious that if big money 
was made it was made by con¬ 
cerns, with very big assets. 

Thg fact is that there were 
strong rumours of impending 
steps to intensify the credit 
squeeze, and some people drew 
their own deductions about 
Bank Bate. It was a gamble, 
but a pretty safe one. 

The maximum movement of 
gilt-edged on a normal No- 
Change day would be perhaps 
j per-cent.:- the rise of Bank 
Rate caused a loss of 3 to 4 
points. So the speculators were 
laying money at, say, 100 to 8 
against -on a horse with—they 
may have thought—an even 
chance of winning. Who 
wouldn’t? 

General Sphinx 



when i they shoiild be'on iduty 
;; would be enterta'lhecl. - ; ’ 

• Outside, Looking. InV <:7 
! "TViP-v HERMAN.. LEVIN. who 
! ™ flew in a day,or so. ago to 
arrange the London presenta¬ 
tion of that American, lefcend 
V My Fair Lady’’ -has grey; hair, 
a pale olive - skin, blue Jowl,. 
horn-rimmed spectaclejr.'a’dell- 
cate wit, and a; way of: side!- 
• stepping questions that any 
three-quarter would:, beproud 
of. ■;), ■>••• ‘V 

; i i noted ; himV down; as > Ndw 
York lawyer,’’ which,’-I- am' glad 
to say, he proved- to be.,-Hejls 
onei of many,In his;profession 
who have turned -to’ theatrical 


the theatre’that we sort of fall 
Into it.” - ’"f, 1 . 

He began hls'new career in 


Chief Allied Forces, Central 
Europe, has been a complete 
negation of the genial public 
relations which we have come 
to consider as essential to these 
International officers. 

A heavy security screen at 
London Airport Included 
enough Intelligence Officers to 
keep reporters and photo¬ 
graphers well out of range, and 
when the party arrived at the 
Dorchester General Speidel 
went straight to his suite. 

He was induced to come 
downstairs again by the G.O.C. 
Eastern Command, Lleut.-Gen. 
Sir Charles Coleman, so that 
he could be photographed with 
General Coleman pouring him 
a , cup of tea, but returned to 
his room -at once—without 
drinking the tea. 

No doubt General Bpeldel has 
taken a shrewd assessment of 
the delicacies of his position 
and regards silence as his best 
card, at least for the moment. 

Csiffra to Return 
pYOBGY CZIFFRA, the 
thirty-six-year-old Hun¬ 
garian pianist, returned to his 
Paris home this week a happy 
man. He , had won unusual 


• , Gyorgy, Cziffra at practice." 1 '. 

panegyrics from-London critics- believes ^She’^Swas prlmarlljf 
at his Festival HalLdibut list7 rifesponsible;;-forJ.thi;,‘.‘ suburban _ 

week-end. as-well as -captlvat- ^developmentt’.- bl;’the,speciality 1946" with a, musical 
ing a new audience. : • >t ,. f^^s in Nejy ; , : 70 rk r ;by which “Call Me. Mlster.’y which , fan 
1 _ the. leading ^stores; have for two years, then turned to 

i U ? ee ’ branches outside the city. 5 straight, "plays..-Sartre., among 

from his native Budapest last . | ; .them,- with “aery, little siic- 

year, his prowess was merely Crusader front Brazil cess.” until /Alan- Jay Leraer 
whispered about in the West; A NOTHER!'notable'woman uJ 

his London triumph follows -*-*• London -last, {week-'was adapting “ Pygmalion ” and'” I 
similar successes wherever he Madame Niomar'; Blttencourt; climbed on the bandwagon” 
has been heard. , on a six-month, visit to Europe His other passion Is horse- 

He remains a simple and un- * ro "J B £ az1 !' '^ll and he / h “ s ' rac,n S- which he describes as 

affected family man, devoted to band ' Paolo . Bittencourt, who an equally hazardous hobby, 
his wife and young son who owns Qne °* s great But of all his "stories I like 

travel.wlth him, grateful for his “ ews P a P ers - Co " el ° da the one he teUs, of . the; min 
reception and delighted bv It a Manha > are conducting a who, at the , end, of. a month’s 
virtuoso singularly free from crusade to better the-taste of holiday, managed; to get: Into 
the tantrumf and temperament their countrymen. : 

that might be expected from Madame Blttencourt Is the"” Mv F^ir Xadv^' B 5iow 

the dash and Are at hls piano- founder and president of the h “ t y * a L r £?’l y - (i 
play1 "* Museum of Modern A«Mo 

He will return here In Janii- d ® w ^ ch 1 !f v , near !?! curtain, 1 however,. he, said he 

ary and again in June, when I completed, and. which will thought the play wassoen- 
predict he will meet enthusiasm bous ® a collection of interna-, chanting that it would run 
even greater tlonal standing. It has cost even" without him In it.-- " 

about £2,750,000 to build," on a It „ - f 

tSO.OOO+jear Geniu. " 

WHO Is the .most highly paid completed It is .likely to be the Fastest Tortoise 
" woman executive in first building one will see when- : 

America? The most- reliable approaching Rio and the ™ ER ELBERT 

statistics point to Miss Dorothy Brazilian coast. ™ T PBnB ™ ” n 

Shaver, who earns a" yearly 


£50,000 as president of the New 
York store of Lord arid Taylor. 
She arrives in London tomor¬ 
row 
visit. 


DU CROSSES, of No. "20 
Squadron R.A.F., , a tortoise 
Madame Blttencourt, like serving with the 2nd Tactical 
Miss Shaver, is a perfect blend Air Force at Oldenburg. Ger- 
of the society and career many, will be officially pro¬ 
woman. The main reason for moted to Flight-Lieutenant on 


on a pleasure and business her vls j t t0 Europe j s to meet Friday. He is the_ 

. ‘ - contemporary artists and to riot of the squadron, and one 

At one point In the last study their work. She is now In of the world’s most celebated 
Presidential elections her name Paris, and no doubt she Is caus- pets. He has a collection of 
was being seriously canvassed ing quite a furore there. over 500 cuttings, from as far 

as. candidate for the first as China and Chile and an 

S-SHiS I s "——ass 

KffiV* ins 

A1 granddaughter of one of. author of a number of war barrier, which he has now done 
the toughest Southern generals b0 oks and a former British thirteen times, in his specially 
In the Civil War, she has proved seC ret agent, wrote to Marshal designed flying kit. . He Is also 
one of the most unlikely of Bulganin suggesting that he unique In being the only 
business geniuses, combining should undertake an " official German national commissioned 
with a hard head for flgures history. - Not surprisingly, there officer In the R.A.F. 
the most outrageous charm, -was silence from the Kremlin. Hls keeper for the past year 
and a knowledge of modern art After a year, Mr Seth wrote ? as been Flying-Officer Cass 
which has landed her on the , again, expressing mild surprise. “ aynard - V you ”?. i et Pin¬ 
boards of the. Metropolitanif- Another year passed. Then the .-Looking after Elbert, seeing 
Museum and the New York Soviet Embassy In London rang “ e « In position for mess meet-. 
Museum of Modern Art. Mr. Seth four times In one day. £?, d p K ad< ; s - Ceding him 

Sir Richard Burbldge chair- Would he gq to Russia to write fil d ,.nm£f r »i n L}? Vl q »i te a j U ? ht 


be seconded to assist him., 
Mr. Seth Is on his way. 

Time and Taxes 


yearTand^ls on^oVher 1 closest an ^ a Red°Army general*woufd P ersona l h|e Is 

™s nd hlre° ne teL her me l05 he he^econded to ass.st.hlm., ££ ofTheTarth.’^ 6 

Ladies in Armoury House 

T H ?M 0l L Ce Fed f a «°. n - 1 am I T Al^ouryHoi^e d last Ce nlght^ 
told ; have rejected a sug- i adIes dInlng wlth the 0 m ceM 
gestlon from one of their more and other ranks of the Honour- 
alert branches that an Income- ab i e Artillery Company. It is an 
tax rebate should be sought for a imost unheard-of occurrence 
policemen buying watches. Per- ln reoe nt times. 


captain of the H.A.C. team, 
happens to be a mere Gunner 
while lower at the table were 
Junior and senior officers—and 
sergeants. The traditional 
democratic approach of the 
H.A.C. mystifies most foreigners. 

People and Words 

Tell me, Is Mr. Churchill still 
Prime Minister? - 

—Miss -Jayue Mansfield. 


haps mindful of the song. “If 


is going to feel the pinch 
—due oetfcer a sharp pinch now 
than a knock-out punch later on. 


you want to know the time, ask Pr ^® hi - w^supportem^and 

L?nmp eI 5 a ?rn<«Hnnii S i ay r>»lt h nf WlVeS the SabIals KUgby.ClUb, 
become a traditional part of whnm thp tt a r* prp onfnrtain 

the P.C.’s duties to produce his ^g ^or th^'week-end af a 
H lm nt eCe thcr. d fnTr d r a ^ 0U ^ r^Ip^cal hospUaht/ tor “any 
1* 0 ^f, nk a visits they have paid to Sahles- 

expenses for equipment? d’Orleans during their Easter 

The Federation has remained tours. Tomorrow the French 
unmoved. “ There is no official party are to be guests of the 
rule,” 'they point' out, “ that a Governor Within the . Tower,- 
policeman must wear a watch; Brigadier Wheeler, and then of 
we don’t feel there should be.” the Lord Mayor.. 

Somewhat unkindly, they add No doubt at last night's 
that although It Is not compul- dinner someone was able to 
sory for policemen to tell .the. explain to the French, ladles ’ 
time, no excuse for not knowing how their host. Simon Parker; 


Sound radio Is no longer a mass 
medium.fpr ;the. attentive, but a 
mass medium for the, occupied, for 
those who are doing something 


Barnes.- 
I'm :qulte sure .'pain Isa jolly' 
ood thing for-man ..'. keeps you 
ip to the mark. ’ "; 

—Srii' j Co>q’n>N Mackenzie. ' 
.School attendance: at- bayonet 
iolnt:ls not compatible .with the 
ay of life. 

—Governor Faubits 
a kind of do-lt-youiself. 
Dffm sounds.like ltl. 

■. —Mr. Ted - Heath. 




